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Sustainability in Swiss Museums

Many good reasons



Sustainability – Taking on responsibilities

BAK, ARE

Global

National

Local



Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development

17 goals – 169 targets– 100 to 200 indicators

Agenda 2030

17 UNO Sustainable Development Goals 



169 targets



169 targets



Where do I start?

• Make a choice: select those issues where you have 

influence. 

• Make it local: Define what success on your chosen

SDG looks like in your community.

• Collaborate: Find partners that can help you achieve 

your local goal.

• Focus on impact, not commitments. The SDGs are a 

funding and PR opportunity for museums. 

• Spread the message.

(according to Jasper Visser, https://themuseumofthefuture.com/author/jaspervisser/,19.9.2018)



«Aarau lives 2000 Watt»

Energy

How is culture relevant?

• By involving creative voices in the 

design of educational and 

awareness-raising activities

• By fostering an understanding of 

the cultural factors that underpin 

energy production and

consumption

• Organisational ecology
Based on: Draft Culture in the Sustainable Development Goals: A 
Guide for Local Action, Agenda 21 for Culture & Committee on 
Culture of the world association of United Cities and Local 
Governments 



Alpine Museum «Our Water»

Waterconsumption & energy

How is culture relevant?

• By recognizing traditional 

knowledge and practices that 

ensure an appropriate, sustainable 

use of water-related ecosystems.

• By fostering an understanding of 

the cultural factors that underpin 

energy production and 

consumption.

Based on: Draft Culture in the Sustainable Development Goals: A 
Guide for Local Action, Agenda 21 for Culture & Committee on 
Culture of the world association of United Cities and Local 
Governments 



«autumnal market Aarau»

Consumption & sustainable cities

How is culture relevant?

• By fostering an appreciation of 

local, traditional products 

• By adopting measures to protect 

cultural heritage and explore its 

role in sustainable local 

development.

• By ensuring that green and public 

spaces are accessible and allow for 

the development of cultural 

activities
Based on: Draft Culture in the Sustainable Development Goals: A 
Guide for Local Action, Agenda 21 for Culture & Committee on 
Culture of the world association of United Cities and Local 
Governments 



Conclusions



SDGs and ‚Happy Museum‘


